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2] January 1563

HMEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Political Murders in Cuba--Batista Era
Compared with Castro Regiwe

1. It is estimated that roughly 28,000 peliticaily-
inspired murders and desths during revelutionsry action
occured during Batista's last terwe in cffice--10 March 1952
to 31 December 1938, However, no accurate estimate is
possible, Most of these éeatﬁ: teok place during 1957 and
1958 as Castro's revolutionary threat becsme progressively
more potent and as the Batists regime sought to counter it
with a campaign of terror. As regime-inspired terrorism
sounted, anti-Batists groups engaged in counter terrorism
sgainst regime supporters and by wid-1658 killings had
become widespread and goneral throughout the country. The
regise's campalign of terror got out of comtrol snd the
government in Havana probably had no clear idea of how wany
kiflings the police and sray forces were committing,
Similarly, the anti-Batista forces--which by mid-1958 had
the support of 80 to S0 percent of the population--had
little contrel over the acts of counterterrorism being com-
mitted against pro-Batista elements througheut the country,

2. The estiwmate of 20,000 Jeaths for politica] reascns
during the Batists orve includes only a relatively small
aumber killed in sctual military encounter: between the
Batista-Castro forces,

3. Anti-Castro exlile groups estirmate that since Castro's
coming to power im January 1959, there have heen nearly 2,560
executions. Some 300 executions have been publicly announced
by the regime., There is no information to permit am accurate
estimate of the numbeys of executions, but it is known that
there have been many more than those publicly announced. In
addition, there have been many, perhaps several hundred, anti-
Castre resistonce fighters killed by the militia and police
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in numerous scattered encounters, especially in the mountains
of Las Yillas province. In addition, there have bsen sporadic
killings by anti-Castro forces of Castre's militiamen and
other officials, Illowever, the large-scale campaigns of mur-
ders and terrorise characteristic of the lsst years of the
Batista regiwe have not ocecured during the Castro regime,.
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